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As I write this, I’m facing a countdown to getting 
my wisdom teeth removed. 
Less than 24 hours, and I’ll 
have finished with another of 
those procedures, woes, and 
rites of passage that plague 
adolescence.
The removal of wisdom 
teeth seems particularly 
paradoxical, if taken with 
that oh-so-convenient joke 
about wisdom teeth and 
actual wisdom. I’ve been 
gradually abandoning those 
aforementioned adolescent 
rites of passage, what with 
growin’ up, movin’ out, and 
takin’ on more of those adult 
responsibilities that nobody 
likes. Even as I get older 
though, and assumedly wiser, 
any alleged wisdom will always 
be curbed by my youth. 
I’ll be staying at my 
parents’ for the first time since 
I moved out while I recover 
from surgery, and the prospect 
of returning to my parents’ 
for this procedure which is so 
closely associated with youth is 
emphasizing how both young 
and not-young I am now. I live 
on my own, work full-time, go 
to school full-time, and my life 
decisions don’t always require 
my parents’ approval anymore; 
conversely, I will continue to 
need my parents for financial 
support (especially for pricy 
medical procedures, like the 
looming orthodontic ordeal), 
and I’ll always need their 
emotional support and advice.
It’s a bizarre tension 
between moving away from 
childhood and remaining 
squarely in juvenescence, and 
it’s a tension I expect I’ll stay in 
for years to come. As just one 
example, Millennials’ financial 
prospects are uncertain at best: 
we’re slowly edging out Baby 
Boomers; gradually paying off 
debt accrued through studying 
for degrees that are supposed 
to hook us high-paying jobs 
but which, in all likelihood, 
won’t present tangible reward 
anytime soon; and facing down 
market insecurity created 
by Baby Boomers’ financial 
shenanigans. This should go 
great, right?
It’s why we’re living with 
our parents, putting off getting 
married or having kids, and 
staying in school as long as 
possible to avoid entering the 
“real world.” We inhabit the 
nebulous territory of adults 
with adult obligations, who 
can’t quite function without 
someone propping us up in the 
right direction. 
Unsurprisingly, existing in 
tension can be uncomfortable 
and off-putting at times. 
Grateful as I am that I can 
accept my parents’ generosity, 
I’m looking forward to the day 
when I can be more or less 
financially independent. The 
freedom of having my parents 
to fall back on if I need to is 
great, but having moved out I 
feel less and less like I should 
take advantage of their help. As 
much as I know they’re always 
there for me, part of growing 
up is having those awful, 
horrendous responsibilities 
that nobody wants. I don’t 
especially want to grow up and 
start worrying about silly adult 
concerns—did I use too much 
hydro this month?—but I also 
don’t want to be a perpetual 
Peter Pan. 
Staying with my parents, 
while delightful, emphasizes 
for me how much I appreciate 
living on my own. Don’t get 
me wrong, they’re wonderful 
and lovely, and they coddle me 
just right when I’m recovering 
from surgery; but my home 
isn’t with them anymore. I’ve 
forged a home that’s with my 
roommate and his cat, and our 
rotating door of couch-crashers 
following an evening of hookah 
and snacks. My life is different 
from what it was when I lived 
with my parents.
Every time I see my mom, 
she double-checks in her 
maternally protective way if 
I’m doing ok: “Are you alright? 
Do you need anything?” I do 
miss my brother and parents, 
living relatively close to them 
in the Lower Mainland but far 
enough away that coming out 
for family dinners can be a trek; 
on the whole though, moving 
out was among the best things I 
could have done for myself. It’s 
pushed me to grow up, in a way 
that I wouldn’t have if I’d stayed 
with my parents. While I relish 
in visiting my family and being 
cared for as only parents can, 
I’ll revel in returning home.
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On September 9, Apple revealed an entirely new 
project called the “smartwatch.” 
The idea of the smartwatch 
is simple: it is essentially a 
smartphone one can wear on 
their wrist.
The smartwatch, or 
Apple Watch, is the latest 
advancement in digital 
technology that can be worn by 
the user, as opposed to being 
held. Like Google Glass, the 
smartwatch acts as a peripheral 
you can use and wear as you go. 
The Apple Watch’s face, or what 
Apple refers to as the “digital 
crown,” is that of a touchscreen, 
from which the wearer can 
access anything from Facebook 
to bank accounts—or simply 
check the time.
As this is the first model of 
the Apple Watch, there are some 
concerns to keep in mind before 
purchasing. For one, the wearer 
must also own an iPhone no 
older than the iPhone 5 series in 
order to use the Apple Watch. 
In addition, while there are 
adjustable options for straps, the 
watch device itself is, according 
to CBC, large for those with 
smaller wrists. Then there is the 
cost to consider, which currently 
stands at roughly $350 for the 
starting price. Finally, as Recode 
reports in an interview with 
Apple spokesperson Nat Kerris, 
“We anticipate that people will 
charge nightly which is why 
we designed an innovative 
charging solution that combines 
our MagSafe technology and 
inductive charging.” In other 
words, the Apple Watch will 
likely need to be charged once 
a day.
The Apple Watch is 
nevertheless one of the most 
unique additions to ‘digiwear’ 
since Google Glass. Apple 
Watch is anticipated to be in 
stores by early 2015.
 Apple’s latest creation opens innovative doors
  Health Initiative for Men clinic opens in 
New Westminster
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inspired by the Fraser
This past August, the Health Initiative for Men 
(HIM), a gay men’s health 
clinic chain, opened a new 
location in New Westminster. 
This clinic is the third to be 
opened in the Lower Mainland 
by HIM, and the first to be 
opened outside of Vancouver.
HIM clinics advertise a 
focus on four areas of men’s 
health: physical, sexual, social, 
and mental. The physical 
aspect includes the provision 
of fitness classes, dietary 
information, and resources 
to quit smoking. The mental 
aspect provides information 
regarding mental instabilities 
as well as free counselling 
services. Social is where HIM 
strives to improve the lives of 
men through events, building 
confidence, and providing 
information to improve the 
relationships in their lives. 
However, HIM’s largest focus 
is on sexual health. HIM 
provides a large variety of STI 
testing, including rapid and 
early HIV testing. Condoms 
and lubricants are of course 
provided free of charge. 
As a clinic specializing 
in the health of gay and 
bisexual men, HIM provides 
counselling services for cases 
dealing with homophobia and 
heterosexism. 
The addition of the 
latest clinic follows a year 
of increased HIV reports, 
especially in gay and bisexual 
men. Fraser Health medical 
health officer Michelle Murti 
stated in a press release 
about the opening, “We are 
pleased with the support 
received for this clinic so far, 
and hope it makes getting 
tested and treated for sexually 
transmitted infections easier 
and more convenient for gay 
and bisexual men.”
The New Westminster 
clinic is open every Monday 
and Wednesday from 4 p.m. 
to 9 p.m. Services can be 
accessed through appointment 
or walk-in, and more 
information can be found at 
checkhimout.ca 
Mercedes Deutscher
Contributor
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The BC Liberal government was under investigation 
last week regarding Elections 
Act offences from the 2012 Port 
Moody by-elections. Both Brian 
Bonney, previously the BC 
Liberal Party’s communications 
director, and Mark Robertson, 
director of field operations, are 
facing allegations of using tax 
money to help fund the Liberal 
Party campaign.
Bonney and Robertson’s 
charges are related to the ethnic 
vote scandal that was revealed 
last year by the NDP. Although 
only Bonney and Robertson 
are facing charges, Liberal 
members Kim Haakstad and 
Trevor Halford, amongst others, 
were also involved with pre-
planning.
Those involved used 
personal and private email 
accounts to send documents 
(later obtained by CBC) to each 
other and plan accordingly, 
from as early as 2011. 
Last May, then-NDP 
incumbent candidate Mike 
Farnworth told CBC, “This is 
not government on government 
time, this is political party work 
on the taxpayers’ dime. And 
that’s wrong and they know 
it. And that’s why they were 
using private email, so that they 
wouldn’t be subject to freedom 
of information.”
Earlier this year in 
March, Premier Christy Clark 
committed to having members 
of the Liberal Party repay 
$70,000 spent regarding the 
Election Acts scandal. Part 
of the $70,000 was meant to 
repay the government money 
previously paid as part of 
Bonney’s salary during that 
time. Bonney and Robertson’s 
current charges include fines 
that can be as much as $10,000.
The documents outlining 
the ethnic vote plan used 
phrases like “quick wins” and 
“swing votes” in order to help 
secure higher ethnic voter 
numbers. Some of these “quick 
wins” included planning public 
apologies for previous ethnic 
wrongdoings by the province.
Bonney and Robertson’s 
charges are for making and/or 
accepting political contribution 
and offence in relation to 
election expenses. According to 
the Sun News Network, Bonney 
stated in the emails, “If need be, 
offer X dollars per month to do 
non-public work up to election.”
Planning and money also 
went into the rebranding of 
Dennis Marsden, who lost a 
Liberal campaign. One Sepideh 
Sarrafpour was paid to help 
Marsden reestablish himself, 
and Sarrafpour herself is 
facing allegations that she also 
contributed to the campaign 
beyond advising.
A public statement and 
apology were released by the 
Liberal Party in response 
to the charges and 
allegations currently 
being faced. 
Included in the 
statement:
“In December 
2013, the 
party filed an 
amendment to 
reallocate the 
expenditure, 
which Elections 
BC accepted. 
Amendments are 
permissible under 
the act, and are 
commonly filed 
by all parties. For example, 
this year alone, the BC Liberals 
[have] filed four amendments 
and the NDP 50 to 
their 2013 
returns.”
Bonney and Robertson’s 
first court appearance is 
scheduled to be October 14.
Jury selections for the Luka Magnotta trial began in 
Montreal on September 8. 
Roughly 1,600 were initially 
selected, with the goal of 
trimming the number down to 
14 bilingual people (12 jurors 
and two substitutes).
Magnotta caught the 
public’s attention on May 
30, 2012, when he became 
a suspect in the grisly 
murder of Jun Lin, a Chinese 
international student. 
Magnotta filmed the murder, 
in which he dismembered 
Lin, and posted it online. 
After Magnotta mailed 
Lin’s body parts to several 
elementary schools and two 
political offices—including 
one addressed to Stephen 
Harper—Magnotta fled 
the country. Magnotta was 
eventually found and arrested 
in Berlin in June of 2012, and 
has been awaiting the trial 
since.
The trial is set to begin on 
September 22, and is expected 
to last six to eight weeks. Part 
of the reason the number of 
juror selections is so high is 
due to the need for jurors 
who have not pre-judged 
Magnotta. Hundreds have 
already backed out of serving 
as jurors, citing reasons from 
previously formed opinions of 
Magnotta to, as the Toronto 
Sun reported, one’s inability to 
stay awake.
There is much concern 
over whether Magnotta will 
receive a fair trial due to his 
long and known history of 
fame-seeking and creating 
shock videos. The murder 
of Lin is not the first time 
Magnotta has caught the 
public’s attention, having 
previously been convicted for 
credit card fraud. Magnotta 
has also tried out for numerous 
reality shows and created 
dozens of online profiles.
Criminal lawyer Michael 
Lacy spoke to CBC about the 
complications of pre-judging 
the accused. “You can ask 
[jurors] if they’ve formed an 
opinion about the guilt or 
innocence of the accused that 
would cause them not to be 
impartial, and therefore they 
cannot serve on the jury,” said 
Lacy.
“There’s challenges here to 
getting a fair trial, obviously, 
but those challenges are met 
through various means the 
criminal justice system has 
developed to address those 
types of issues.”
In Canada, it is rare for 
someone to have as known 
a history as Magnotta’s prior 
to a major court appearance. 
Finding unbiased jurors is 
often possible, as well as 
necessary, but in a case like 
Magnotta’s, the selection of 
jurors is going to be difficult.
Magnotta is charged 
with first-degree murder, 
performing an indignity to 
a body, publishing obscene 
material, mailing obscene 
material, and criminal 
harassment of Stephen Harper. 
Despite the recorded footage 
of Lin’s murder, Magnotta is 
pleading not guilty to all five 
charges laid against him.
 Lawyers attempting to select 14 jurors from 1,600
Luka Magnotta juror selections start
 Party under fire following allegations
Liberal members face charges of 
misspending during elections
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After allegedly being sexually assaulted two years ago, a 
student of New York’s Columbia 
University, Emma Sulkowicz, 
has decided to fight back 
against her campus’ lack of 
action. 
A visual arts major, 
Sulkowicz has dedicated her 
final thesis to a performance 
piece in which she will carry 
around a dorm room mattress 
everywhere she goes. The 
mattress is meant to be a 
physical representation of the 
emotional weight she carries 
with her, after she was raped 
by a fellow classmate during 
her sophomore year. To make 
the weight of the mattress even 
more akin to the emotional 
weight and trauma of the 
assault, Sulkowicz has rules to 
the piece: she cannot ask for 
help in carrying the mattress, 
but she may accept help if it is 
offered.
In a filmed interview with 
the Columbia Daily Spectator, 
student newspaper for the 
campus, Sulkowicz said, “For 
me, I was raped in my own 
dorm bed. Since then, it has 
basically become fraught for 
me, and I feel like I’ve carried 
the weight of what happened 
there with me everywhere since 
then.” 
Several months after the 
assault, Columbia University 
held a hearing in which 
Sulkowicz was forced to 
recount the intimate details of 
the assault, and even draw a 
diagram in order to explain to 
the university administrators 
how an assault such as hers 
happens. Despite the fact that 
two additional female students 
claimed that the same student 
assaulted them as well, the 
student received no known 
punishment and was allowed to 
remain at the university. 
Sulkowicz and the two 
other women believe that the 
university’s own authorities are 
at fault for their poor record 
keeping, in which names were 
changed in the earlier reports 
in order to protect the identity 
of those involved. The use of 
aliases later lead to confusion 
when the cases were actually 
brought before the university 
administrators. 
Sulkowicjz has decided 
that her performance will 
only end either if her alleged 
attacker is expelled, or when 
she graduates. She claims in the 
interview with the Columbia 
Daily Spectator that the loss of 
her “anonymity” has been the 
hardest part. 
At this point, Sulkowicjz 
is one of many who have dealt 
with mishandled sexual assault 
cases at Columbia University: 23 
students have filed complaints 
with the university.
Several major discoveries were announced last 
week by palaeontologists, 
archeologists, and researchers 
alike. From the UK to Canada, 
spanning various eras, each of 
these discoveries has taught  
the world a bit more about our 
still minimally known pasts.
September 9 – One of two Franklin ships found
During the search for the Northwest Passage in the 1800s, Sir John 
Franklin embarked on a journey with a crew of 128, divided between 
two ships, to try and find the passage. The two ships, known as the 
HMS Erebus and the HMS Terror, disappeared in 1846. Numerous 
searches for the ships were what led to the eventual discovery of the 
Northwest Passage.
Now, after 169 years, one of the two ships has been located 
under arctic waters in Nunavut. The ship is still somewhat intact, 
holding up pieces of rubble that have crumbled over time. The 
search was backed by Parks Canada and Research in Motion, and 
has been going since 2008. Now, from collected artifacts, researchers 
will be able to ascertain which of the two ships they’ve found.
Extended grandson of Franklin, Adrian Gell, told CBC, “This 
has completely opened up again a new chapter in the mystery and 
hopefully now we will find out a lot more.”
September 10 – Digital map expands scope of Stonehenge  
For the past four years, the Hidden Landscapes Project 
has been using technology to learn more about the history 
and landscape of Stonehenge. The discovery reveals a 
clearer scope of the land and various artifacts hidden 
underground. CBC outlined some of the artifacts found 
included the “super henge,” a Stonehenge-like circle of 
structures spanning 1.5 kilometres, “mounds containing 
piles of gold and jewelry,” and an intricate series of “pits 
hundreds of years older than Stonehenge that appear 
astronomically aligned … at certain times of the year.”
President of Lightship Entertainment Terence 
McKeown, who worked on some film sequences of 
Stonehenge for an upcoming The Nature of Things special, 
told CBC, “What Stonehenge appears to have been was the 
spiritual centre of a sophisticated culture.
“The population around Stonehenge clearly included 
accomplished engineers, surgeons, artisans, and there’s 
evidence they had close ties to Europe that advanced their 
skills.”
September 11 - Spinosaurus “discovered” in detail
The actual discovery of the Spinosaurus was back in 1820, though 
granted the evidence was only two teeth. Then in 1912 German 
palaeontologist Ernst Stromer uncovered more of a skeleton in 
Egypt, and coined the name “Spinosaurus” for the creature—
but those bones were destroyed during WWII. Finally in 2008, 
a partial skeleton was unearthed in Morocco, but could not be 
recovered until 2013. In 2011, a fossil discovered in Australia 
revealed more about the dino, and now with further fossil 
discoveries announced on September 11, palaeontologists have a 
better idea of how strange the creature really was.
The latest discovery reveals the fact that the Spinosaurus 
was larger than the Tyrannosaurus Rex, previously thought to be 
the largest carnivorous dinosaur to walk on land at 15.2 metres 
(50 feet) long. Additionally, the Spinosaurus is the only known 
dinosaur capable of swimming. Scientists have determined that, 
with its long, skinny, jagged-toothed mouth and slender tail, the 
Spinosaurus swam much like a crocodile. 
Speaking to National Geographic, dinosaur expert Thomas 
Holtz of the University of Maryland stated, “All in all, the 
discoveries by this team show that Spinosaurus is an extremely 
unusual and specialized carnivorous dinosaur.”
 Performance art piece protests Columbia University’s mishandling of a sexual assault
 Previous week full of historical surprises
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You know what’s a lot of fun? Going on a classic 
dungeon crawl full of danger 
and treasure. But you know 
what’s even more fun? Going to 
the inn afterwards and drinking 
your friends under the table.
The Red Dragon Inn is a 
medieval fantasy card game for 
two to four players designed 
and published in 2007 by 
SlugFest Games. There are four 
different box sets with four 
characters each, and six solo 
characters allowing the game to 
accommodate up to 22 players 
at once with all the expansions. 
In the game, players take 
turns playing cards that force 
others to drink, get hurt, or 
gamble away their treasure. A 
player is eliminated once their 
character’s body gives out due 
to drinking or damage, or if 
they don’t have enough money 
left to pay for their drinks. The 
game includes two very unique 
and fun mechanics: damage 
and drunkenness are measured 
on the same bar, one starting at 
20 and the other at 0, and when 
they meet you are out. The 
gambling mechanic was so well-
received that SlugFest Games 
released it as its own game 
called Gambling? I’m in! 
This game is ideal for 
role-players, not just due to 
the pedigree of the medieval 
fantasy, but because the 
characters are well-developed 
and each one responds in a way 
that leads to characterization. 
My clumsy Gog the Half-Ogre is 
a personal favourite among my 
gaming group. 
The downside of game is 
the elimination mechanic. I 
really hate elimination games 
as it makes for an unbalanced 
experience for all the players. 
And though the basic rules 
are simple enough, the third 
and fourth box sets and solo 
characters add new mechanics 
to the game that can make 
play too complex for first-time 
players.
The Red Dragon Inn is a 
great party game for a lot of 
players. I usually pull it out at 
the end of a long night, where 
the elimination aspect isn’t such 
a big factor and the craziness 
of the game is amplified by the 
exhaustion.
Amelia Douglas Gallery’s latest art exhibit, 
GreenLinks 2014: Urban 
Oases, explores the changing 
definition of what an oasis is 
in today’s urban landscapes. 
Now motor vehicles, buildings, 
and corporate logos such as 
the Golden Arches are just as 
much a part of an urban oasis 
as nature, as shown in Margaret 
Lawther’s series of oil paintings 
on display in the gallery.
“I’ve always been interested 
in urban landscapes, urban 
parks, urban streets, and 
the way nature and culture 
interact,” Lawther told the 
Other Press. “There’s kind of a 
dialogue between the two and 
I really believe it’s necessary for 
us as a civilization to come to 
terms with that because it’s not 
going away.”
The artwork on display 
includes large paintings of local 
scenery as well as miniature 
paintings called studies, which 
are the basis for the larger 
works.
“I set up on a street corner 
and paint the little ones. I take 
lots of photos and I work from 
the photos and the studies,” 
Lawther explained. “In the 
winter, you can just have all 
your studies and your photos, 
hunker down, and do some 
larger paintings.”
The seasons not only 
influence where Lawther paints 
but also what she paints. Two of 
her studies on display are of the 
same location created during 
different seasons. Study #5, a 
scene of bright, lush greenery 
on either side of a city street, 
was created in the late spring 
when everything was coming to 
life. Study #6, a harvest orange 
tree losing its leaves on the side 
of the road, was painted in the 
late autumn when the area was 
preparing for winter.
“The light is different and 
the colours of the leaves. The 
whole colour cast is because 
of the light,” she said. “When 
you’re painting in plein air, 
you’re really painting the colour 
of the light that envelops the 
scene.”
Lawther gave a presentation 
about her work in the Amelia 
Douglas Gallery on September 
12, speaking to a crowd of 
students and members of the 
community. She also brought 
her easel and painting tools to 
demonstrate how she creates 
“plein air” (outdoor painting) 
artwork.
Her advice to the art 
students in attendance 
regarding their art is “don’t 
listen to what other people say 
you should do; just do what 
you want to do. You have to 
work hard, really hard. Paint 
whenever you can, even when 
you’re not inspired. That’s really 
what it’s all about.”
To view more of Lawther’s 
Oases series and other works, 
visit her official website at 
margaretlawther.com.
Alongside Lawther’s 
paintings in the gallery are 
displays by the Douglas College 
Institute of Urban Ecology’s 
UNIBUG project (User Network 
for Insect Biology in the Urban 
Garden). The displays feature 
the group’s work, research, and 
tools as well as fact sheets about 
UNIBUG and the insects the 
group has been studying.
For more information about 
the project, visit the UNIBUG 
website at unibug.ca.
GreenLinks 2014: Urban 
Oases will be open until 
October 17 in the Amelia 
Douglas Gallery at the New 
Westminster campus.
See nature and culture interact at ‘GreenLinks’
Chairman of the Board: drinking and gambling? I’m in!
 ‘The Red Dragon Inn’ game review
 New Douglas exhibit features art and science
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Horror fiction and children’s books aren’t two genres 
one would expect to mix, 
but author Bruce Brown has 
successfully combined them in 
his Howard Lovecraft graphic 
novel trilogy.
The novels follow a child 
version of H.P. Lovecraft, a 
20th-century writer of horror 
fiction. He opens a dangerous 
book which begins an exciting 
journey with his elder god 
companion Spot, encountering 
elements from Lovecraft’s 
horror stories throughout.
“I consider it a ground-
breaking series because nobody 
at the time when it came out 
was really thinking of Lovecraft 
and kids in the same sentence 
at all,” Brown told the Other 
Press.
Brown and the series’ 
publisher, Arcana, started a 
Kickstarter campaign in August 
(the month of Lovecraft’s 
birthday) to fund a hardcover 
book, Howard Lovecraft and 
the Three Kingdoms, featuring 
the series’ three stories: 
Frozen Kingdom, Undersea 
Kingdom, and Kingdom of 
Madness. The campaign, 
which ends on September 19, 
offers reward incentives for 
monetary donations, such as a 
plush Spot, a T-shirt featuring 
Howard and Spot, an exclusive 
Necronomicon cover of the 
book, and many more.
The character of Howard 
came to be when Brown was 
reading Lovecraft’s works for 
a book he was working on 
and decided to write a short 
story about a child version 
of Lovecraft for an anthology 
published by Arcana.
“After the story was done, I 
just couldn’t let go of the idea of 
that character. I started to think 
about if I took elements of his 
real life and merged them with 
elements from his stories to 
make a children’s book,” he said.
Brown chose to write the 
graphic novel for all ages so that 
the stories could be accessible 
to a wider audience and also 
be something that parents and 
children could connect with.
“There are so many parents 
who were into comics and they 
struggle finding something to 
introduce to their kids to share 
that love of comics with them,” 
he said. “So it’s nice to have 
something that a parent can 
read themselves and enjoy, and 
then read it with their kids and 
enjoy.”
The Kickstarter campaign 
to create a hardcover book of 
the collected series was started 
partly as a response to the 
series’ popularity and readers’ 
inability to obtain all three 
books at one time.
“The books sold so well 
that there would be times when 
they’d read one of the stories 
and then they wanted to get the 
next one, but they had trouble 
getting the next one because 
they just kept selling out,” 
Brown said. “Now people will 
be able to get all three of them 
at once.”
The rewards offered in the 
campaign were chosen based 
on what Brown and Arcana 
thought would appeal to fans 
of the series, as well as what 
appealed to them.
“I love the exclusive Three 
Kingdoms volume that looks 
like the Necronomicon. That’s 
got a big appeal to me. If you’re 
familiar with Lovecraft, that’s a 
huge part, and it’s a crucial part 
of the series,” Brown said.
The campaign also has 
a stretch goal of $7,500 that, 
when reached, will mean the 
release of a teaser trailer for the 
upcoming Howard Lovecraft 
and the Frozen Kingdom 
animated feature, which is 
currently in development.
To find out more about 
the Howard Lovecraft and the 
Three Kingdoms campaign or to 
donate, visit Kickstarter.com or 
check out the series at Arcana.
com
Kickstarter in the Community: 
for the love of Lovecraft
 Twentieth-century author inspires all-ages graphic novel series
Jim Butcher’s popular urban fantasy series The 
Dresden Files gets a fabulous 
new graphic novel makeover 
in The Dresden Files: War 
Cry. Combining the exciting 
world building and character 
development of Butcher 
with the dynamic beauty 
of illustrations by Carlos 
Gomez and Mohan makes 
for the perfect literary-novel-
to-graphic-novel transition. 
What more could a reader ask 
for—except maybe something 
a little bit longer. 
A war between the Red 
Court of vampires and the 
White Council of wizards has 
left the wizards desperate to 
pad out their diminishing 
ranks. This leads them to seek 
the help of previous outcast 
Harry Dresden, a wizard-for-
hire living in Chicago. His 
first mission? Lead a group of 
inexperienced young recruits 
into an isolated town to save 
a small group of mortals from 
the Red Court’s forces. 
For any fan of the urban 
fantasy genre, Butcher is 
definitely someone to look 
out for. His storytelling skills 
have left countless readers 
addicted to his many works. 
That charm certainly isn’t lost 
in translation in War Cry. 
Though not as detailed in its 
world building as Butcher’s 
extensive literary series, 
War Cry manages to retain 
everything important to the 
narrative so newcomers to 
The Dresden Files won’t be 
confused. 
With a bold, clear 
aesthetic, Gomez and Mohan 
work together perfectly to 
provide a bright and modern 
approach to the novel’s art that 
compliments the War Cry’s 
imaginative story. 
My only complaint is that 
War Cry was far too short. At 
just 34 pages, it is one of the 
shortest graphic novels I have 
read this year. 
 War Cry is a read I’d 
recommend to anyone, 
especially if they have limited 
free time.
Comic Corner: a wizard did it
 ‘Dresden Files: War Cry Vol. 1’ review
Cheryl Minns
Arts Editor
 arts
@theotherpress.ca
Brittney MacDonald
Staff Writer
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At first blush, Haruki Murakami’s latest work, 
Colorless Tsukuru Tazaki and 
His Years of Pilgrimage might 
come off as a particularly 
miserable fairy tale. It’s written 
in that simple style, and magic 
seems to exist—not in the 
world as such but oozing out 
from beneath the carpets and 
pooling in the corners of rooms, 
mixing with dust and selfish 
tears.
Like in other major 
Murakami works, the 
protagonist is a lone male 
with emotional issues. Unlike 
1Q84’s Tengo and The Wind-up 
Bird Chronicle’s Toru, Tsukuru 
is principally defined by his 
relationships, or lack thereof. 
He feels that, compared to 
his ex-friends who broke it off 
with him under mysterious 
circumstances years before, he 
is colourless and uninteresting. 
The story is set in motion 
when Tsukuru’s new girlfriend 
sends him to find out what 
happened to his old friends, a 
High Fidelity-esque endeavour 
that takes our self-absorbed 
protagonist on a quest to learn 
“the whole story” behind 
important events in his life. But 
this mystery unfolds eerily, and 
the way that Murakami sets up 
the reveal, simply and without 
artifice, is beautiful. I won’t say 
any more.
If you come to Colorless 
Tsukuru Tazaki hoping for 
a tight mystery narrative, 
you’ll be disappointed. It has 
elements of mystery and fairy 
tale but don’t expect the pieces 
to fit. They will rattle around in 
your head, which is unsettling. 
It’s not an easy book to digest, 
but it’s also hard to forget. I’m 
not sure if it was a fun read, but 
it is a great book.
Joshua Grant
Senior Columnist
I hate it when games are announced way too soon. 
As time goes by, people’s 
expectations build and build 
until the game comes out 
and you’re at least a little 
disappointed. Sadly, this 
happened with Destiny, the 
highly-anticipated, Game-of-
the-Year quality, sci-fi, first-
person shooter.
Made by Bungie—the 
creators of the epic Halo 
series—and published by 
Activision—creator of the 
amazing Call of Duty series—
this game was meant to be 
the best but falls flat. It’s sad 
because they spent around 
$500-million on advertising. 
That’s just baffling to me.
My main problem is that 
it has a tough time defining 
itself, especially as a genre. If 
you’re a fan of MMOs (massively 
multiplayer online), you’ll be 
disappointed with the small 
maps, serious lack of group 
chat, and overall length of the 
game. If you’re a fan of RPGs 
(role-playing games), you’ll 
be disappointed in the lack of 
story, character development, 
and the minimal variety of 
weapons and gear. At least 
if you’re a fan of FPSs (first-
person shooters), you won’t be 
disappointed with the endless 
enemies gunning for you or the 
addicting online multiplayer 
called the Crucible. I’ve done 
this mode many times, spending 
most of the time trying not to 
get kicked out because of a bad 
Internet connection.
Destiny has a lot to keep 
me entertained. It has taken 
the best aspects of different 
games and combines them 
very well. During my play-
through, I noticed the combat 
was from Borderlands, the 
maneuverability was from Halo, 
and even the looting was from 
Diablo 3. Bungie did what they 
do best, but they kept it safe.
I really wanted to immerse 
myself in this world, but it’s 
tough not to see the flaws. I say 
wait until Bungie releases the 
“10-year-long downloadable 
content run” that they’ve 
promised us. I can’t wait to see 
you then.
Steven’s Man-Cave: 
your destiny is over-hyped
 ‘Destiny’ PS4 review
Steven Cayer
Senior Columnist
Cryptically colourless
 ‘Colorless Tsukuru Tazaki and His Years of Pilgrimage’ book review
When I heard about a new crime drama called The 
Drop, I wanted to see it because 
I love both Tom Hardy and 
the late James Gandolfini. But 
what I came away with was a lot 
more than just excellent acting.
Bob (Hardy) is a 
bartender who works for Marv 
(Gandolfini), and together 
they own what’s called a “drop-
bar”: a safe-house for mob 
money before they launder 
it. Naturally, the location of a 
drop-bar always changes so the 
cops can’t find it. When the 
bar gets robbed on the night of 
a drop, the Chechens lean on 
them to get their money back 
or else. Meanwhile, Bob finds 
an adorable, beaten pit bull in 
a trash can and decides to keep 
it, naming it Rocco. Then he 
meets Nadia (Noomi Rapace), 
whose trash can had Rocco 
inside, and the tension rises 
from there.
I need to commend Hardy 
on his subtle yet incredible 
performance yet again. He 
is a chameleon who can play 
any part he’s given. He does a 
great job letting you know he’s 
hiding something from the 
start, then teases you until the 
climax of the film.
I loved the fact that the 
story doesn’t shove itself in 
your face. You need to fill in a 
couple of blanks yourself. It’s an 
achievement in itself that these 
kinds of movies are still coming 
out. This film is based on the 
short story Animal Rescue by 
Dennis Lehane, who also wrote 
the screenplay. You can tell he 
understands the dark, gritty 
world of criminals and that 
being one is just another job.
This movie is a slow burn, 
but if you get through it you 
will be glad you did.
Damaged goods
 ‘The Drop’ review
Steven Cayer
Senior Columnist
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As a long-time vegetarian, I’ve had to deal with a number of 
annoying requests or responses 
based on my dietary choices. 
I’ve narrowed these down to a 
list of 10. Please, for the sake of 
the vegetarian in your life, stop 
saying and doing these things!
1. “Do you eat fish?”
No. No vegetarian will ever 
answer “yes” to this, unless 
they don’t know what it is to 
be a real vegetarian. Some 
vegetarians will eat eggs 
and milk products, but no 
vegetarian will eat meat, 
fish, or poultry.
2. “Don’t you ever want to try 
meat?”
Also, no. Personally, I ate meat 
once by accident as the result of 
a burrito mix-up and threw up 
half an hour later. So no, if it’s 
quite alright with you I’ll stick 
to my vegetable friends. They 
understand my lifestyle.
3. “Do you want this pizza? 
I picked off the meat.”
The answers to this question 
will range greatly: some 
people are more picky 
or strict than others, 
but still, it’s kind of like 
offering a person who is 
allergic to peanuts a piece 
of toast that you scraped 
the peanut butter off of. 
Obviously, the picked-off-
meat pizza will have less 
severe consequences than 
the peanut butter, but still, 
same idea. Sort of.
4. Talking about how you 
recycle, bike, and use cloth 
grocery bags (and how I 
should probably do more for 
the environment).
I’m pretty sure everyone knows 
by now how much the meat 
industry negatively impacts the 
environment, especially with 
their use of water. If not, let 
me enlighten you. According 
to an article by Ami Sedghi 
for the Guardian, to produce 
one kilogram of beef alone, 
15,415 litres of water must be 
consumed. I’m not saying that 
producing vegetables and grain 
products uses no water, but 
the 214 litres to produce one 
kilogram of tomatoes certainly 
seems like nothing next to its 
meat counterpart.
5.  “You must like 
vegetables; they’re 
basically all you eat!”
Just because I’m a 
vegetarian, doesn’t mean 
that I’m picky by default. 
However, it also doesn’t 
mean that I like every 
vegetable there is. It’s true 
that some vegetarians don’t 
like a lot of vegetables, and 
some vegetarians like them 
all. Also, nuts, tofu, grains, 
beans, fruit, and dairy 
products (unless you’re 
addressing a vegan) were 
never an animal as far as I 
can recall, and are therefore 
100 per cent acceptable 
to feed to your vegetarian 
friend.
6. Cooking really bland food 
for your vegetarian guest.
Just because I don’t eat meat 
doesn’t mean I don’t have taste 
buds or enjoy intense and 
surprising flavours. Lately, a lot 
of restaurants and households 
have been getting more creative 
with non-meat dishes, but 
earlier in my life I’d have the 
option to eat spaghetti and 
a watered-down version of a 
tomato sauce anywhere I went. 
Maybe I’d get some basil if I 
was lucky. Thank goodness that 
changed.
7. “But you’re not an 
extreme vegetarian, are 
you?”
I feel that vegetarians are 
the tiny neutral party of the 
ever-lasting herbivore vs. 
omnivore battle. Extreme 
veganism (when the 
individual refuses to touch  
 
or associate with any animal 
products or by-products) 
certainly exists, and is fairly 
common within the health-
conscious population of 
Vancouver. At the other end 
of the spectrum, extreme 
meat-eaters (who eat mostly 
meat and refuse to associate 
with vegans, as it will bring 
down their meat-eater 
status) exist, and can still be 
found, mostly in more rural 
areas. 
8. “I don’t know if there’s 
anything you can eat at this 
restaurant.”
Keli Monkman, local business 
owner and vegetarian 
extraordinaire, stated that she 
“can read the menu and figure 
it out for [herself].” I must 
agree with Monkman in this 
instance, as it is rather insulting 
to assume that your vegetarian 
friend is unable to read the 
menu—especially since it takes 
a modicum of brain power to 
make the conscious effort to stop 
eating meat.
9. “Well, I’m basically 
vegetarian.”
This is like saying, “Well, I’m 
almost tall enough to ride 
the roller coaster, so I should 
be able to ride.” You’re not 
though, are you? Therefore, 
if you call yourself a 
vegetarian, but still eat 
meat sometimes, you aren’t 
actually qualified to achieve 
vegetarian status.
10. “If I didn’t eat meat, there 
would just be too many animals.”
This statement is 100 per cent 
false: the meat industry raises 
animals for the sole purpose of 
being dinner. Chickens, cows, 
and pigs are all raised crammed 
together so tightly they can’t 
turn around, and fed so much 
that they can’t support their own 
body weight. If you (as a non-
vegetarian) are eating meat to 
control the animal population, 
you might want to look in the 
mirror and contemplate the facts.
 What I get tired of hearing after 18 years of vegetarianism
Ten things your vegetarian friend 
wants you to stop saying and doing
Julie Wright
Contributor
life & style  // theotherpress.ca10
As I watch both new and veteran students file in 
for the crowded fall semester, 
it seems the early mornings 
have taken their toll on many 
unsuspecting faces. Gone are the 
summer days of lounging in bed 
till noon, but that doesn’t mean 
you have to look like it. Dark 
circles are a pain in the butt, 
especially if they’re genetic like 
mine, but there are a few easy 
tricks you can use to help banish 
them from your life. 
Many beauty brands are 
now producing roller balls with 
formulas that promise to de-
puff and conceal discolouration. 
Unfortunately, many of these 
can be expensive—or worse, give 
you premature wrinkles as they 
dehydrate the skin and remove 
collagen. So to save my face, not 
to mention my wallet, I scoured 
YouTube for do-it-yourself tricks 
that worked.
Of course the easiest way is 
to just get more sleep, but seeing 
as some people don’t adjust to a 
new schedule as well as others, 
that just might be off the table 
for a little while. 
One of the simplest tricks 
is to freeze two spoons. In 
the morning all you have to 
do is just place them under 
your eye to remove swelling. 
Unfortunately this does very 
little to help the bruised 
colouring. So following beauty 
guru Michelle Phan’s advice, I 
soaked two cotton pads in green 
tea before freezing them. The 
chill still relieves the swelling of 
a puffy eye, but the added green 
tea also promotes blood flow, 
helping get rid of that stubborn 
dark colour.
For people who have dark 
circles run in their family it 
can be a little more difficult to 
relieve them. The best solution 
I have found is Vitamin K. 
Vitamin K promotes circulation, 
which will not only help with 
your dark circles but with your 
bruises as well. Unfortunately 
eye creams containing an 
adequate amount of Vitamin K 
tend to be really expensive; I’m 
talking in the couple hundred 
dollars range. That is certainly 
outside of the budget for most 
college and university students 
I know. 
So for anyone who’s as 
frugal as me there’s a simple 
solution: go right to the source! 
Any health food store or GNC 
Nutrition can provide Vitamin 
K either through stock or 
customer order. The easiest to 
work with is the gel caps, but the 
regular capsules can be broken 
down just as easily. If using the 
gel caps, all you have to do is 
prick them with a pin and apply 
the liquid contents below your 
eyes before bed and wash it off 
in the morning. 
If you choose the regular 
capsules, just crack open the 
pill and mix the vitamin powder 
into a small amount of baby oil. 
Using baby oil will avoid any 
irritation to your eyes, but still 
I would recommend avoiding 
getting it too close to your water 
line. You might look a little 
frightening until morning, since 
the capsule’s contents can vary 
in colour depending on the 
brand you buy; but after a few 
days, you’ll notice those dark 
circles begin to fade. After that, 
all you have to do is apply the 
Vitamin K once in a while to 
make sure there’s no second-
coming and you’re good to go.
Now for my favourite 
solution! As pretty much all of 
these tricks have shown, the best 
way to get rid of dark circles is to 
promote blood flow. And one of 
the most enjoyable ways to help 
promote blood flow is drinking 
red wine. So if you can bear the 
switch from mojitos, and down 
a bottle or two with your friends 
in the name of beauty, it will be 
a worthwhile sacrifice.
Hopefully one of these 
tricks will help you in your 
quest to look less like a morning 
zombie, at least until you get 
that new sleep schedule under 
control. 
Forget treading water with this topic, let’s just 
dive in. You’re in the shower 
rubbing yourself down with 
pomegranate body wash, when 
you discover a few little lumps 
on your penis. You panic, 
dry yourself off, and hustle 
to the mirror to get a closer 
look at your man parts. Yup, 
something’s up down there, 
and it’s not your penis. You 
hope whatever it is will go away, 
and you leave it for two weeks. 
Guess what? The bumps spread. 
You jump on your bike and 
pedal as fast as you can to the 
nearest medical clinic to save 
the rest of your genitalia.
The doctor takes one look 
and blurts, “Genital warts.” 
He walks to the door and says, 
“Wait right there, and we’ll 
freeze them off.” Your eyes 
pop out of your head, and you 
want to shout, “Pardon?” but 
the door slams in front of you. 
The doctor comes back with a 
steaming paper cup of nitrogen 
oxide and a long cotton swab. 
He reads terror on your face and 
provides some comfort, “It’s 
nothing to worry about—it’s 
very common. This will just 
burn for a second.”  
So, you got a sexually 
transmitted infection (STI). Yes, 
it sucks because there’s no cure 
for genital warts, which means 
you have to either wait until 
they go away on their own, or 
get them treated whenever you 
experience an outbreak. But is 
it really the end of the world? 
It just means you have to use 
condoms, which you should be 
doing anyway, and avoid sexual 
contact during an outbreak. 
You should also tell 
your partners. This part can 
be uncomfortable because, 
unfortunately, there are people 
out there who will turn you 
away as soon as they find out, 
but they’re doing you a favour 
because you don’t want to be 
with someone like that anyway. 
If you have an STI, you simply 
have to take extra precautions, 
and if your honey bunny or your 
sweet pea really cares about 
you, they will stick around. You 
shouldn’t feel ashamed, nor 
should you be embarrassed. And 
insist on wearing condoms. If 
they say “no,” just say, “Okay, do 
you want to watch TV or go for a 
walk then?” See what your horny 
love monkey says to that. 
Remember that by wearing 
a condom, you’re also protecting 
yourself from HIV. If you have 
an STI, you’re more susceptible 
to getting HIV because sores 
and cuts make it easier for 
HIV to enter the body, and 
your immune system is already 
weakened by the STI.
Genital warts are spread by 
skin-to-skin contact, so if you’ve 
got warts on your testicles, a 
condom is not going to do any 
good—unless you can squeeze 
your entire scrotum into the 
condom (please do not try this 
at home). These warts can grow 
on the outside or inside of the 
vagina, the penis, the rectum, 
and believe it or not, the throat 
(through oral sex); however, the 
BC Centre for Disease Control’s 
(BCCDC) website states that this 
is rare. Genital warts are caused 
by the human papillomavirus 
(HPV), but not all types of HPV 
cause warts, and some types 
cause cancer in women. 
The good news: you can 
ask your doctor about the HPV 
vaccine, which according to the 
BCCDC, prevents 70 per cent 
of genital cancers and 90 per 
cent of genital warts. If you have 
multiple sex partners, you might 
want to get the vaccine sooner 
rather than later to protect 
yourself from being exposed 
to the virus. Some teens may 
get the vaccine in high school 
before becoming sexually 
active to reduce the chances of 
contracting the virus. 
Stop HIV, STIs, and hep C 
now. Wear a condom and get 
tested for everything. 
Come down to the Purpose 
Society testing clinic at 40 
Begbie Street in New West 
on the first and third Friday 
of the month from 11 a.m. to 1 
p.m. for anonymous and rapid 
HIV, STI, and HCV testing. 
We also provide vaccines, free 
harm reduction supplies, and 
condoms! You can also get your 
questions answered by emailing 
sexyquestions@purposesociety.
org  
 A few cheap tricks to help out any sleepy student
 What’s up with my penis?
DIY for better, more awake eyes
Stop HIV & hep C now
Brittney MacDonald
Staff Writer
Andrea Arscott
Columnist
What better way to spice up your look for back to school than with some unique nail art? Nail maven 
Meliney on YouTube posted this tutorial over a year ago, but 
it remains a wealth of information on various French-tip 
techniques that are easy to do and explained in simple, clear 
terms. Nail care can be a way to de-stress and do something 
for yourself amidst the hustle of the beginning of the 
semester.
Link: www.youtube.com/watch?v=uwsCTvYMt7E
 Ten fab French-tip nail looks
YouTube Beauty 
Tutorial Classics
Sophie Isbister
Life & Style Editor
 lifeandstyle
@theotherpress.ca
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 The next big thing, and a  
few more surprises
Apple 
announcement
Apple fans were excited on September 9 when Apple 
announced new versions 
of some of its products, 
possible new products, and 
other surprises. According 
to Apple CEO Tim Cook, the 
announcement was the biggest 
Apple has ever done. It’s fitting 
that it took place in the Flint 
Center, a few minutes away 
from Apple headquarters, and 
the same building in which 
former Apple CEO Steve Jobs 
introduced Macintosh to the 
world for the first time 30 years 
ago. 
Cook wasted no time, 
and following a brief video he 
announced the next version 
of the iPhone: iPhone 6 and 
iPhone 6 Plus. Both new 
versions of the smartphone 
boast larger screens (4.7 inch 
for the 6, and a 5.5 inch for the 
Plus), a new Retina HD Display, 
faster processors, Touch ID, 
a barometer, and improved 
cameras that include a time-
lapse video feature. The Plus 
contains more features, such as 
the larger screen and a camera 
with optical image stabilization. 
Both versions will include 
the next version of iOS. iOS 8 
will have a lot of new features, 
including calling between Apple 
devices and a new virtual wallet 
service called Apple Pay which 
allows you to put your debit and 
credit cards on an iPhone and 
pay with your phone. iOS 8 will 
also have customizable widgets, 
something that Android users 
have been enjoying for years.
Apple fans had been 
expecting an announcement 
about iPhone and iOS, but, as 
Steve Jobs always said, there 
was “one more thing,” and 
Cook wasn’t done. He proudly 
told the crowds about Apple’s 
new watch, the Apple Watch, 
the biggest new innovation for 
the company since Steve Jobs 
announced the iPad in 2010. 
The Apple Watch is like an 
iPod Nano and a watch at the 
same time. It has everything 
that you can expect in an 
iPhone and an iPad, as well as 
an attention to style you won’t 
find in the already-existing 
smart watch from Samsung. It 
can be used to check the time, 
use apps (like the new Apple 
Pay), track exercise, and send 
people messages. Cook said in 
a press release about the device 
that “Apple is poised to captivate 
the world with a revolutionary 
product that can enrich people’s 
lives. It’s the most personal 
product we’ve ever made.”
The Apple Watch will be 
released in early 2015 in three 
versions including a regular 
version, a lighter Apple Watch 
Sport, and a swanky gold 
version. Developers are already 
in the process of making Watch-
specific apps, which will be 
usable on the custom version of 
iOS 8 that the phone will run. 
Finally, the presentation 
ended with the band U2, 
performing a song from their 
unannounced new album Songs 
of Innocence. In what could be 
seen as a controversial move, 
the band asked Cook if they 
could put the album in iTunes 
immediately—the album was 
then sent to 500-million users 
via iCloud, completely for free. 
This huge announcement, 
chock full of surprises, could 
cause Apple to be successful 
in ways that they haven’t since 
the iPad was announced. And 
there’s more to come: in the 
next few months, we will find 
out what the next version of the 
iPad could look like.
Jerrison Oracion
Senior Columnist
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As a child, few things were more exciting than when 
my mom would give me a Kinder 
Surprise egg. Underneath that 
unmistakable white foil was 
delicious milk chocolate. Under 
that chocolate was a new toy. It 
wasn’t just any toy either: it was 
a unisex toy that anyone of any 
gender could enjoy. I had the 
same Kinder toys as the boys in 
my kindergarten, and vice versa. 
So what happened?
I was puzzled two years 
ago when I first saw a Kinder 
Surprise wrapped in pink 
instead of the usual white. My 
first thought was that Kinder 
was having a campaign for 
breast cancer awareness. It 
wasn’t until later that I realized 
the truth behind these new 
pink eggs. The toys inside were 
catered to girls.
I was outraged. What is the 
point of separating the toys in 
those eggs according to gender? 
Sadly, Kinder is not the only 
company to separate toys into 
genders. At McDonald’s, it’s 
common to hear the cashier 
ask: “Would you like a boy toy 
or a girl toy in the Happy Meal?” 
After all, there is little room for 
tolerance between Hot Wheels 
and Barbie.
It’s a trend that has been 
going on for generations. A 
neighbour of mine once bought 
a toy tool shop for his three-
year-old daughter, who was 
already growing to be quite 
the tomboy. When purchasing 
said tool shop, the cashier 
mentioned that the store also 
had play kitchens available. 
On the opposite end of the 
spectrum, I’ve seen parents 
frustrated at a daughter who 
wanted to dress up as Spiderman 
for Halloween instead of a 
princess or fairy.
Why? Perhaps it’s the 
latest attempt of conservative 
parents to “control” their child’s 
sexuality and gender identity. 
Maybe it’s another indicator of 
a misogynistic society, teaching 
boys that it’s shameful to be 
feminine and that girls are 
not allowed to explore their 
masculine side. It’s downright 
terrifying that people are so 
afraid of these issues entering 
their families that they would 
deny their own children the 
chance to follow their interests.
By classifying toys as 
appropriate for one gender or 
another, society is teaching 
children early on that there are 
borders to being male or female. 
Children are taught that their 
interests don’t matter when 
adults deny them what they 
enjoy because it’s not expected 
from their gender. 
To families and to friends, 
there are few parts to life more 
exciting than the imagination 
of a child. Please encourage that 
imagination. Encourage those 
interests. Focus not on the sex 
on a birth certificate but rather 
the individual within. Let your 
daughters be mechanics and 
superheroes. Let your sons wear 
whichever colour they choose.       
The future generation will thank 
you.
 Why provocative art is healthy for the city
Speaking of the horny devil
On September 10, Vancouver commuters travelling 
past Main and VCC Clark got 
a chance to admire the newly 
erected statue of the Prince of 
Darkness—briefly. While some 
found good humour in the 
statue, others clearly had penis 
envy after seeing the nonchalant 
exposure of the red devil. 
With one hand up giving some 
weird Spiderman web-slinging 
symbol and the other one placed 
suggestively close to the large 
member, it’s not surprising that 
many people were upset and the 
statue was removed. However, 
a petition to “Save the Devil!” 
is now surfacing online and 
the number of supporters has 
passed 666 in less that 24 hours. 
Phallic and nude 
monuments and statues have 
been around since the dawn of 
man. From the statue of David 
to the world-famous Haesindang 
Park in South Korea, the highly 
touted male appendage had 
been an inspiration for artists 
for generations. Nevertheless, 
Vancouver has once again shown 
itself to be a prudish, stuffy 
group with a snobby belief that 
in order to be a “world-class 
city,” the only monuments worth 
presenting are those of animals 
and of Douglas Coupland’s head 
with gum all over it. If Gum 
Head is art, then surely Horny 
Devil—the name I’m giving it in 
this article—is art too. What’s 
the difference? 
Let’s be honest, there are 
much more pertinent things 
to worry about than those 
blasted devil-worshippers 
corrupting our children. If a 
devil statue with a large penis 
is going to upset you on your 
way to and from work, maybe 
it’s time to ask yourself why. 
Art is supposed to “comfort 
the disturbed and disturb the 
comfortable,” but most artwork 
around the city is so forgettable 
that it might as well be fire 
hydrants, garbage cans, or those 
mystery grey boxes painted with 
foliage. 
When seeing something 
like the Horny Devil, I get 
excited—no, not in that way. 
I feel as though some cultural 
progression is happening. We 
get so focussed on what we 
have to do on a daily basis that 
we forget what we are: horny, 
sinful animals. The devil statue 
reminds us that we are all the 
same on the inside. 
I, for one, would much 
rather look at the devil than at 
an empty podium. What the hell 
is that podium used for anyway? 
What is that little public square 
used for? I don’t know, but I 
guess freedom of expression is 
not one of them. 
I applaud the person or 
group that constructed the 
Horny Devil. After all, the city 
is full of CEOs and thought 
leaders, but we need more 
artistic rebels. We need people 
to break us from our status quo, 
refresh our memory, and allow 
us—as a collective—to grow. The 
Horny Devil does not have to 
be a display of immaturity, but 
the general reaction is a perfect 
example that we, as a city, are 
not mature enough to handle it 
for what it is. The Horny Devil is 
a reflection of ourselves and we 
are not ready to embrace it yet. 
Elliot Chan
Opinions Editor
 opinions
@theotherpress.ca
 Gender roles and their effects on children
Would you like a boy toy or girl toy?
Mercedes Deutscher
Contributor By classifying toys 
as one gender or 
another, society is 
teaching children 
early on that 
there are borders 
to being male or 
female. 
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This summer was definitely not the best for TransLink: 
two SkyTrain breakdowns 
in July extended passengers’ 
commutes by hours or left 
them stuck in trains between 
stations. After almost an hour 
of being stuck in the trains, 
some passengers took action 
by opening the doors, prior to 
staff assistance, and walking 
along the tracks to the next 
station. To increase safety of 
those who left the trains, power 
was cut to the whole Expo and 
Millennium Line, extending 
the problem by hours. 
A third minor breakdown 
occurred on September 5, 
and after only 10 minutes of 
being stopped, passengers on a 
train between Scott Road and 
Gateway Station forced the 
doors open and walked to the 
next station. The delays were 
extended by an hour.
There is one commonality 
among these three 
breakdowns: impatient 
passengers. So a solution needs 
to be found to ensure fewer 
breakdowns on the SkyTrain. 
Short stops between stations, 
lasting 10-15 minutes, are not 
uncommon. Walking along the 
SkyTrain tracks is. So here are 
some things to consider during 
the next short delay.
Consider the danger! 
According to CBC, the tracks 
that the SkyTrains run on 
are charged with 600 volts of 
electricity. Those signs at the 
stations warning passengers 
about electrocution are not 
just there for decoration. When 
one chooses to exit the train 
outside a station, they put 
their life at risk. In order to 
avoid someone falling onto the 
tracks and being electrocuted, 
SkyTrain operators are forced 
to shut off the power to the 
track. Not just a small area 
either; the entire track must 
be powered down. That leaves 
passengers throughout the 
whole system stranded.
If the risk of death isn’t 
enough to keep one from 
leaving the train, maybe money 
is. Anyone caught opening the 
doors and/or exiting the train 
outside of a station (unless 
advised to do so by TransLink 
officials or in the case of fire) 
risks receiving a $115 fine. Sadly, 
it appears the fine isn’t steep 
enough. Perhaps if the fine 
was raised to $500, impatient 
passengers wouldn’t be so 
hasty.
Placing a bag on a seat 
during rush hour is bad, but 
opening the doors, exiting the 
train, and causing the system 
to stop for hours is worse. Was 
it so important to get home 
that it was worth delaying the 
commutes of thousands of 
fellow passengers?
It’s time for TransLink and 
passengers to work together 
so that these delays stop 
happening. Be it an increase in 
fines for those who break the 
rules; be it reporting someone 
who is trying to illegally leave 
the train; or, at the very least, 
be it having the patience 
to wait a few extra minutes 
while at a short stop between 
stations, something needs to 
be done. 
The SkyTrain 
is not the only 
TransLink breakdown
There are some students who have a competitive 
spirit, who resent their peers 
for getting better grades than 
themselves. But a hostile 
attitude towards a more 
intelligent and successful 
student does not get you 
anywhere, and leaves much to 
be desired in teamwork and 
public relations skills. It also 
robs you of your self-confidence, 
peace of mind, and happiness. 
A better strategy would 
be to befriend the students 
with better grades and see 
if you could glean some 
pointers. Get tips and ideas 
on what methods they use 
during studies. Find out how 
they do their research and 
assignments, and emulate their 
strategies by implementing 
those ideas into your work 
schedule. Studying skills are 
acquired through practice and 
taught at universities and other 
educational institutions. There 
is also the Learning Centre at 
Douglas, where peer-tutors 
assist those who need help with 
their studies. 
I knew of a family living 
in Edmonton, with two sets of 
twins. The father had his own 
law firm, and he encouraged 
all his children to study law 
and become successful lawyers. 
The four boys were constantly 
bombarded at the dinner table 
with tales of their father’s 
winning cases, much to the 
satisfaction of his clients. In 
addition, in order to boost his 
own self-esteem, the father 
entered the political scene and 
was elected as a member of 
the legislative assembly. Thus 
were the seeds of academic 
achievement sown for his four 
sons, and their competitive 
spirit was directed not only to 
their peers, but also to each 
other. Sibling rivalry caused 
the family’s dynamics to suffer, 
which eventually turned into a 
dysfunctional family unit.
All four of the sons ended 
up being successful and 
prosperous. The downside of 
their competitiveness though 
was that they ended up at 
loggerheads with each other. 
Each one tried to outdo the 
others by rushing to the finish 
line, which fostered a spirit of 
aggression, pushiness, hostility, 
and envy. So much for ambition, 
motivation, and competition!  
While ambition and 
motivation are positive factors 
to have in developing one’s 
potential, especially when it 
relates to professionalism and 
work ethics, there should be a 
healthy balance between being 
competitive and dissuading 
unhealthy attitudes of hostility 
to enter one’s mind, should one 
lose out to another. 
 Can ambition breed success without hostility?
Competition in academia 
Margaret Matthews
Senior Columnist
Those signs at the 
stations warning 
passengers about 
electrocution are 
not just there for 
decoration. 
 What to do about impatient passengers?
Mercedes Deutscher
Contributor
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I would like to first strongly emphasize that, while I made a 
choice to start smoking 10 years 
ago, I completely acknowledge 
that it’s indeed a bad habit 
which could lead to serious 
negative health effects for me 
later in life. I’m not an advocate 
for the pro-smoking lobby (if 
that even exists anymore) nor do 
I condone tobacco companies 
for their efforts to make smoking 
cigarettes appealing to a younger 
generation. 
That being said, the choice 
to smoke is much like any other 
decision an individual makes: a 
personal one, the consequences 
of which the individual must 
bear. Society, through the 
values instilled in each of us 
through our parents, schools, 
and community, is responsible 
for equipping us with the tools 
to make proper decisions in our 
own lives, not to filter out what 
we may or may not be exposed 
to. 
It’s this belief that makes 
me so fundamentally opposed 
to the call from the US surgeon-
general to have Hollywood rate 
any films containing smoking 
within them as restricted. 
Dr. Boris Lushniak, the 
acting US surgeon-general, 
believes that there is a “direct 
causal link” between adolescent-
smoking and tobacco-use in 
film. 
“Anything that can be done 
to help reduce that imagery, to 
reduce that sense that smoking 
is a norm, is helpful,” he said at a 
White House briefing. 
This attitude comes from 
the same school of thought that 
believes violent video games 
make teenagers more violent, a 
long-held belief which has been 
debunked in study after study. 
Hollywood’s job is to 
entertain us, not to coddle our 
kids. If parents want to ensure 
their children stay away from 
cigarettes, it’s up to them to lead 
by example and to educate their 
offspring on the dangers and 
high costs of a cigarette habit. 
There are groups, predominantly 
in the United States, who 
make it their business to blame 
everyone for producing items 
or content with violence, sex, or 
drugs. And while they are out 
protesting, they forget to raise 
their own kids or discipline them 
for their questionable behaviour. 
Teaching children right from 
wrong begins at home. 
It’s also worth noting that 
kids tend to think something 
is cooler when it is restricted 
from them. I went to my first 
R-rated movie when I was nine 
years old. I could have waited 
for the movie to come out on 
VHS (yes, I’m that old) and 
watch it at home, but there 
was, for me, a greater sense of 
autonomy and adulthood when 
I asked my mother to take me to 
the cinema. After all, watching 
Friday the 13th on the big screen 
was far better than watching 
it on the 30-inch television we 
had at home. And guess what? 
Watching that film didn’t make 
me go on a masked, knife-
wielding killing spree. 
To give films an automatic 
R-rating simply because of 
smoking will make the habit 
more forbidden, and thus more 
appealing to youth. Sheltering 
children from something isn’t 
the answer to eliminating 
something so detrimental to 
society. 
“Time is an abstract concept, 
created by carbon-based life 
forms to monitor their ongoing 
decay.” — Thundercleese, a 
militant killbot
We’re all guilty of being late at one point or another. 
Sometimes it’s just being five 
minutes late to class; sometimes 
it’s submitting a paper that 
was due a couple hours ago. In 
our society, time is extremely 
important. Literally everything 
we do revolves around a timed 
schedule, and the clock is 
always ticking. If the bus is 
supposed to leave at five, and 
it doesn’t leave until 5:12, it can 
ruin someone’s day. 
But why is precise time such 
an important factor in our daily 
lives? Not very long ago—before 
watches or cell phones—precise 
timing was a lot less important. 
Time was measured by the light 
in the sky and was worked out 
between interacting parties who 
needed it. Even today, in some 
countries, time is considered 
flexible. Agreeing to meet 
someone around noon could 
very well have them five, 10, or 
20 minutes late, and it’s not a 
big deal. This seems to work 
well for the locals, although 
it may frustrate visitors in the 
area. Why is time so important 
to our contemporary western 
society?
Obviously, being severely 
late isn’t good for anyone. It 
keeps others waiting and it cuts 
into the time spent on the task. 
But far too often, rushing to 
make appointments leaves one 
tired, stressed, and pressured. 
How many times have you run 
to get to school or work so you 
could start on time, instead 
of being three or four minutes 
late? Inflexible policies are 
harmful to everyone. It suggests 
that saving five minutes is 
more important than getting 
somewhere effectively, stress-
free, and even perhaps safely.
It’s a cliché, but we often 
forget to stop and smell the 
roses. Especially true for 
students, we’re constantly 
bombarded by schedules, 
commitments, and work. 
Although time management is 
important, shaving everything 
down to the minute can 
sometimes do more harm 
than good, especially for 
extra-motivated people.
Give the benefit of the 
doubt next time you’re in 
a situation where someone is 
late. If possible, don’t let 
yourself be bothered when 
you get somewhere slightly 
later than intended. The 
day will go on like it always 
does, and all you can do is use 
your remaining time the best 
you can.
Bill Watterson’s character, 
Calvin, once said: “We’re so 
busy watching out for what’s 
ahead of us that we don’t take 
time to enjoy where we are.” 
A six-year-old boy whose best 
friend is a stuffed tiger knows 
what’s up—why don’t we? 
Cazzy Lewchuk
Staff Writer
Cheryl Minns
Arts Editor
 arts
@theotherpress.ca
 The value of hesitation
Time is not of the essence
Rushing to make 
appointments 
leaves one tired, 
stressed, and 
pressured. 
 Top US medical practitioner calls on Hollywood to drop smoking from films
Rated ‘R’ for smoking
Patrick Vaillancourt
Columnist
Know the score? 
Contact: Sports Editor
 sports@theotherpress.ca
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Bye-bye birdie, hello badminton. It’s a classic 
back-and-forth seen both in 
backyards and in sanctioned 
competitions. Badminton can 
be played one-on-one or in 
teams of two, requires a certain 
amount of skill and energy, 
and its place in the Olympics 
means that most don’t question 
its validity as a sport. The 
game’s volley with the ever-airy 
birdie can get a bit leisurely 
though, as returns of the birdie 
get increasingly light ‘n’ easy. 
The traditional racquet sport 
also harkens to old-fashioned 
images of ladies in hoop skirts 
almost as much as it does to 
lightning-fast athletes in their 
prime. So, does this Olympic 
pastime have validity as a sport, 
or is it a schmort at heart?
Badminton is played with 
racquets, a net, and a birdie—
that’s about it. The opponents 
determine who will serve and 
who will receive, with the 
starter serving diagonally over 
the net to the receiver. From 
there the players can volley the 
birdie wherever they’d like, 
sending one another careening 
back and forth across the court. 
When one side lands the birdie 
in a score, they get to serve the 
next round, and play continues. 
Traditionally, a match is made 
up of three games, with each 
game ending at 21 points, unless 
a close-call forces scoring up to 
whoever scores the 30th point. 
The player who wins the best of 
three games wins the match.
Badminton is extremely 
accessible, as it really only 
requires some dollar-store 
racquets and a half-decent 
birdie; consequently, this game 
gets a reputation as a leisurely 
pastime at beaches, barbe-
cues, and backyards galore. 
Badminton is consequently 
seen as less of a sport, what 
with kids cavorting about 
in something that lacks the 
regulation of organized sport. 
Many games find themselves 
touting the title of recreation 
rather than sport as a result of 
their popularization in less-ath-
letic realms. The prestige as 
the game of champions gets 
diluted as it becomes a loose 
romp, to be casually enjoyed: 
“Is anyone keeping score?” 
“Who cares, it’s just a game.”
Badminton also emerges 
from a time of old-fashioned 
decorum, meaning that one 
can easily draw upon images of 
ladies in hoop-skirts givin’ it 
all they can muster—and they 
can’t muster much, what with 
tripping over inconvenient and 
unathletic attire. Badminton 
was made to be played by 
people who can participate 
despite cumbersome attire, 
where other games require 
that one is as aerodynamic as 
possible. I used to work at a 
historical museum, and one 
of my duties in the summer 
would be to play badminton 
against patrons, while dressed 
in full-1920s garb. Trust me, 
the game doesn’t demand a 
particularly sporting uniform.
Nonetheless, it’s important 
to acknowledge that profes-
sional badminton players can 
become astoundingly skilled 
and quick. They dash across 
the court to dive in and whack 
the birdie over the net, or 
spike it into the face of their 
opponent. This requires a 
certain amount of athletic 
talent, which your average joe 
cannot profess to possess. 
Badminton has also main-
tained its status as an Olympic 
event, despite the fact that—if 
the players aren’t giving it their 
all, as in the case of a match fix 
at the London 2012 games—
badminton is deathly boring to 
watch. When they are hitting 
that birdie with all that they’ve 
got, the game gains a redeem-
ing competitive edge—and 
that’s what sports are made of.
Verdict: sport
Jacey Gibb
Editor-in-chief
 editor
@theotherpress.ca
Natalie Serafini
Editor-in-Chief
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 Putting the ‘bad’ in schmorts?
Sport/Schmort: Badminton
Sports are synonymous with health and vitality, right? All 
things athletic—whether food-, 
drink-, or training-related—must 
be primed to help these paragons 
of health do what they do best. 
But the food, drink, and training 
that help some be the ultimate 
athletes might prevent you from 
reaching your full potential.
Consider sports drinks. 
They provide energy before, 
after, and during a game, and 
return important electrolytes 
to the body. But, while sports 
drinks are generally fine for adult 
professional athletes, they aren’t 
so good for regular exercisers.
First off, studies have shown 
that consumption of sports 
drinks can affect oral health, 
as they contain higher levels of 
acid and sugars which dissolve 
the tooth enamel. MarketWired.
com reports that “Leading sports 
drinks can contain 21 grams 
of sugar.” And according to a 
University of Iowa study, “sports 
drinks had the greatest erosion 
potential on both enamel and 
roots of teeth when compared to 
leading brands of energy drinks, 
soda, and apple juice.” 
The reason sports drinks 
are so dangerously erosive is 
that, as CBN.com reports, “The 
acid in sports drinks erodes the 
teeth from the first sip until 45 
minutes after the last sip.” That 
means that your teeth continue 
to be saturated in an erosive 
libation well after you’ve finished 
chugging back your electrolytes.
The fact that sports drinks 
tend to be so high in sugars is a 
serious health concern as well. 
As Patrick J. Skerrett of Harvard 
Health writes, these sports 
drinks, ideally used by and once 
marketed to endurance athletes, 
“have now trickled down to 
anyone who exercises.” This is of 
particular concern when it comes 
to kids, who might guzzle back a 
bottle of Gatorade while playing 
a soccer game: the bottle-sized 
serving likely contains ideal sugar 
portions for an adult professional 
athlete—not so much for a small 
child who’s occasionally on the 
field. Dr. Richard Hoffman also 
reports to CBN.com that people 
might end up gaining weight 
through caloric energy drinks 
which don’t get counterbalanced 
by enough exercise.
Skerrett points to the 
common misconception that 
one should drink when they 
aren’t thirsty in order to avoid 
becoming dehydrated; he reports 
that “sports drink makers spent 
a lot of money sponsoring less-
than-rigorous research damning 
thirst as a guide to hydration and 
casting doubt on water as the 
beverage for staying hydrated.” He 
suggests simply drinking when 
you start to become thirsty—your 
body isn’t just telling you to drink 
for the hell of it.
So, what should you drink 
instead of sports drinks, or god 
forbid energy drinks? Plain old 
water  is all you need to stay 
hydrated and ready to take part in 
the game, regardless of your age 
or athletic abilities. Dr. R. Brick 
Campbell also suggests that milk 
would be a good replacement for 
sports drinks, especially to help 
improve bone strength. As a final 
tip, even if you occasionally drink 
a sports drink, be sure to read 
the labels to know what you’re 
putting in your body.
 How should you hydrate when exercising?
Guzzling for sports
Plain old water  is 
all you need to stay 
hydrated and ready 
to take part in the 
game, regardless of 
your age or athletic 
abilities.
Jacey Gibb
Editor-in-chief
 editor
@theotherpress.ca
Natalie Serafini
Editor-in-Chief
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@theotherpress.ca
sports  // theotherpress.ca18
On February 15, Baltimore Ravens running back Ray 
Rice was caught on tape in an 
Atlantic City casino elevator 
punching his then-fiancée, 
now wife, Janay Palmer uncon-
scious. There were two separate 
collections of footage as a result: 
one inside the elevator, and one 
outside. The outside footage 
was released immediately, 
showing Rice dragging an 
unconscious Palmer out from 
the elevator. The inside footage 
wasn’t released publicly until 
September 8, by TMZ no less.
In the updated video, Rice 
and Palmer can be seen arguing 
with each other upon entering 
the elevator. Before the elevator 
doors even close, Rice hits 
Palmer in the face. Palmer then 
runs towards Rice, who punches 
her again, causing her head 
to hit a guardrail; Palmer lies 
unconscious on the ground. Rice 
then spends an undetermined 
amount of time trying to drag 
Palmer’s body out of the eleva-
tor. After Palmer is moved out-
side, her feet are still within the 
open elevator doors; Rice can 
be seen nudging her body with 
his feet. Rice tries lifting her up, 
only to leave her head between 
the now-closing elevator doors; 
a worker at the casino holds the 
doors open. Eventually, Palmer 
wakes up; she begins crying and 
a crowd forms around her; an 
unknown person tries to console 
her. When Palmer finally 
stands up, Rice’s hand can be 
seen reaching out to Palmer, 
who slaps his hand away. 
Prior to the original 
outside-elevator video release 
on February 19, both Rice 
and Palmer were arrested, 
leaving Rice charged with 
assault. On March 27, Rice 
was ultimately charged with 
third-degree aggravated assault 
by a grand jury; Rice and 
Palmer married on March 28.
The NFL’s response to Rice’s 
charges was a mere two-game 
suspension. Rice meanwhile 
is currently taking part in a 
pretrial program, which, if he 
completes over the next six 
months, will see his aggravated 
assault charges dropped.
In the days since the 
September 8 full-video release, 
social media- and journalis-
tic-chaos has erupted. Rice 
was immediately cut from 
the Ravens and suspended 
indefinitely by the NFL. NFL 
Commissioner Roger Goodell 
has repeatedly stated he did 
not see the September 8 video 
until its public release; however, 
associated press revealed that 
the inside-elevator footage was 
sent to an NFL executive back in 
April, contradicting Goodell’s 
claims that the NFL asked for 
and never received any video.
Palmer, who has since 
taken Rice’s name, has spoken 
out about the case in the 
days since the inside-eleva-
tor video release. Initially 
Palmer took to Instagram to 
express her discouragement 
with the media’s response 
to the video. In a post from 
September 9, Palmer wrote, 
“To make us relive a moment 
in our lives that we regret 
everyday is a horrible thing.” 
Palmer has appeared 
with Rice at press events, 
and has defended him since 
the original video release. 
The case has inspired the 
#WhyIStayed movement on 
social media, in which women 
detail why they stayed with 
their abusive partners.
In a since-deleted tweet 
from May, the Ravens went 
so far as to partially blame 
Palmer for her assault: “Janay 
Rice says she deeply regrets 
the role that she played the 
night of the incident.”
There are several layers 
to this story that make it 
emotionally complicated to 
hear and think about. The first 
layer, of course, is that Rice 
assaulted his partner, and only 
now is truly being punished 
for the act. The second is that 
Palmer has stayed with and 
defended Rice since, and has 
been blamed in part for the 
attack. The third is Goodell’s 
continued excuses and defences 
for his lack of action until the 
inside-elevator video was actu-
ally made public. The fourth 
is the NFL’s handling of the 
entire situation, of all situations 
regarding football players and 
(domestic) assault cases—the 
Rice case is only one of the 85 
acknowledged domestic assault 
cases by NFL players since 
2000, as outlined by USA Today.
Between Ray Rice, Carolina 
Panthers’ Greg Hardy, and 
San Francisco 49ers’ Ray 
McDonald, there have been 
three NFL domestic assault 
cases this year. Despite Rice’s 
cut and suspension, Hardy and 
McDonald are still playing.
Major entertainment orga-nizations, particularly 
ones in the sports industry, 
are often subject to scrutiny. 
Every employee is expected 
to reflect a good standard for 
the organization, and scandals 
can be harmful to reputations 
of their companies as a whole. 
The amount of damage 
caused in lost business, bad 
publicity, and loss of jobs 
causes all organizations and 
customers to be vigilant in 
their tolerance policies. 
However, it’s impossible 
to get rid of all the controversy, 
no matter how well-regarded 
a corporation may be. In 
particular, pro-sports leagues 
are hit with bad press all the 
time: drugs, racism, assault, 
abuse, bigotry, bribes, and 
corruption are all too com-
mon for these organizations 
with values of teamwork and 
honesty. Whether or not the 
blame lies within the stressful 
and competitive nature of 
the industry, the policies in 
practice for the league, players, 
coaches, and executives them-
selves are still debated today. 
We must remember that 
scandals perpetrated within 
sports organizations are 
not reflective of the entire 
league, no matter how many 
people seem to be involved. 
Recently, NFL player Ray Rice 
of the Baltimore Ravens was 
indefinitely suspended and 
charged after a video surfaced 
of him punching and knocking 
out his then-fiancée. Such 
incidents are never justified, 
should be treated with noth-
ing but contempt, and are 
sadly far too common in the 
entertainment and sports 
world. The incident has led 
to a lot of discussion about 
the NFL’s response to assault 
and other crimes committed 
by their players, with many 
feeling the company does 
little to prevent or respond to 
such situations. Some have 
called for a boycott to the 
Ravens or even all of the NFL.
Large-scale boycotts or 
denouncing organizations 
after controversies not only do 
little to improve the condi-
tions, but may contribute to 
the non-progressive policies in 
place. This particular inci-
dent is shining bad publicity 
on the NFL at every level. 
Understandably, the organiza-
tion wants the incident behind 
itself and wishes it had never 
happened. The NFL’s goal is 
to continue to orchestrate 
football games for millions 
of viewers to enjoy—many of 
whom have little knowledge of 
the incident in question. Due 
to the vocal criticism hurting 
its reputation, defenders of 
the league (employees or 
customers) may seek to shut 
the critics up as quickly as 
possible, setting aside the 
reasons for the criticism. 
An entire boycott of the 
NFL is obviously incredibly 
unlikely to happen, but 
well-reasoned critiques of 
a particular policy change, 
with enough support, would 
better help the league prevent 
and respond to scandals in 
the future—more so than an 
unfocussed boycott would.
At its heart, no organiza-
tion is fundamentally wrong. 
The NFL, NHL, NBA, MLB, 
and any other entertainment/
sports network provides jobs 
and entertainment to millions 
of people. Working together 
to create appropriate policies 
and an open, safe league is in 
everyone’s best interests—and 
it’s only when we take a very 
specific look at the problems 
in question that it can happen. 
 Condoning behaviour through support and passivity 
The ethics of sports entertainment
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Throwing Rice 
after the wedding
 What Ray Rice’s case says about  
domestic abuse in the NFL
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Last weekend (September 13-14) the Douglas College 
Royals’ men’s and women’s soccer 
teams played their fourth and 
fifth games of the season. Both 
squads had strong showings, 
with the women’s squad—a 
dominating presence so far this 
season—continuing their current 
undefeated run with two wins, 
taking down the Vancouver Island 
University Mariners on Saturday 
before defeating the Capilano 
University Blues. The men’s team 
lost a closely fought game on 
Saturday, but revived their spirit 
with a convincing win on Sunday 
over Capilano. 
Sunday’s women’s game 
started off with good offensive 
pressure from both sides of the 
field as both teams eagerly looked 
for a win in the day’s match. In 
the early moments of the game 
it was hard to distinguish who 
had the upper hand as with each 
moment played it seemed to be a 
back-and-forth game, both teams 
having unsuccessful chances 
on either end of the pitch. The 
first half of the game the Royals 
began to pick up the game’s 
pace with some great offensive 
pressure in the Blues’ half, having 
many great chances but being 
unable to capitalize on them. The 
Royals’ defensive efforts were also 
notable as they stood firm under 
the Blues’ efforts to score while 
keeping the ball circulating to 
their offensive players, creating 
numerous chances.
As a spectator, you could 
see the drive of both side’s 
players to win as the match 
continued after a hard-fought, 
but scoreless, first half with both 
teams getting right back into 
it. The Royals once again began 
to take to the offensive against 
the Blues with some great speed 
and agility. This continuation of 
the pressure generated by the 
Royals eventually led to a goal by 
Douglas College’s Hayley Melvin 
in the dying minutes to take the 
lead 1-0, and the ensuing victory. 
The Royals’ men’s soccer 
team started their game with 
a similar feel as both teams 
instantly began to push hard right 
from kickoff. In the first half, the 
game was seemingly close with 
both sides having many chances 
at goal, though within no time, 
the Royals began to shift the pace 
of the game. In the 33rd minute, 
great team perseverance and 
the individual offensive efforts 
of Mark Baldisimo led the Blues 
to concede the first goal of the 
game. 
Soon after, another goal was 
scored by Jadin Sandhu as they 
went up 2-0 before the end of 
the first half. Following the half, 
the Royals continued to look 
as strong as ever with another 
goal in the 57 minute by Mark 
Baldisimo as they secured what 
already seemed to be a solid 
victory over Capilano. As the 
game came to a close, the Blues 
managed to score a penalty kick 
off of a handball, but the sparks 
were quickly put out as the Royals 
proceeded to score another goal 
late to add salt in the wound. 
Final score: 4-1 Douglas College.
It’s that time of the year when hockey will soon be upon us, 
and it just wouldn’t be right if we 
didn’t start off with some good ol’ 
fashioned rumours.
The latest rumour is that 
by 2017, the NHL will have 
added four more franchises to 
the league, and even though 
the league has officially denied 
it, sports commentators are 
already busy talking about where 
these four teams may appear. 
According to the experts, the 
next expansion will feature the 
return of hockey to Quebec City 
and a second team in the Greater 
Toronto Area, along with new 
teams in Seattle and Las Vegas.
First of all, I don’t 
understand why Las Vegas needs 
a hockey team. Putting a team 
in the middle of the desert has 
not gone well so far: the newly 
rebranded Arizona Coyotes, 
for instance, are still struggling 
financially and are currently 
relying on a taxpayer subsidy to 
stay afloat, all amidst continued 
relocation rumours.
On the other hand, the 
nostalgic fan in me loves the 
idea of Quebec returning to the 
NHL—after all, my first NHL 
game was the Canucks hosting 
Guy LaFleur and the Nordiques at 
the Coliseum. As for Seattle, the 
addition of another team that’s 
actually in the Pacific Northwest 
might provide the Canucks with 
a true rival. (The Flames and the 
Oilers already have the battle of 
Alberta to worry about.)
But if we really want to 
provide the Canucks with a 
decent rivalry, why not go one 
step further? If Toronto can 
supposedly support a second 
NHL franchise, why not 
Vancouver? Both teams are 
known for their capacity crowds 
but it should be noted that the 
Canucks currently hold the 
longest active consecutive sellout 
streak in the NHL. Though 
Toronto’s Air Canada Centre can 
hold an extra 1,000 people, this is 
still an impressive feat.
Financially, the Canucks 
are also holding steady, with the 
fourth most-valuable team in the 
NHL, currently valued at around 
$700 million. Though, normally, 
fourth place is nothing to write 
home about, it’s worth noting 
that the three teams leading 
the pack are all members of the 
Original Six, and that Vancouver 
is only $150-million out of second 
place. This goes to show how 
profitable a team in Vancouver 
is, and would continue to be in 
the future. Despite only being in 
the NHL since 1970, the Canucks 
have managed to produce one 
of the highest revenues, and 
they’ve done it without winning a 
championship.
Another reason why 
Vancouver would make an 
excellent destination for 
an expansion team is the 
infrastructure. With apologies to 
Giants fans, the Pacific Coliseum 
could easily be upgraded in 
order for NHL hockey to return. 
While smaller than the Canucks 
home across town, the Coliseum 
still has the capacity to seat just 
over 16,000 hockey fans, which 
is something the Giants only 
managed to approach a handful 
of times last year, with their 
average capacity being 38.5 per 
cent. For those of you who think 
that 16,000 is too small a number, 
consider that the Winnipeg Jets’ 
MLS Centre seats 1,000 less than 
that.
A second franchise in 
Vancouver would come with 
a ready-made set of fans, 
consisting of those who feel 
betrayed by the Canucks’ high 
ticket prices, those who have 
been on the waiting list for 
seemingly ever, or those who are 
just tired of having a team that 
has not yet been able to deliver a 
single championship.
Who knows? Maybe we 
could even name the new team 
the Millionaires and see if they 
could pull off a repeat of 1915 and 
finally deliver Lord Stanley’s Cup 
to the city.
Alternatively, we could just 
be like Toronto who brag about 
their glory days even though they 
haven’t won anything since there 
were more than six teams in the 
league.
 Men’s and women’s teams secure Sunday wins
 With all the expansion talk, the question is: why not Vancouver?
Royals’ soccer on a roll
Vancouver deserves another hockey team
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Retail clothing store manager, Rob Linden, is 
renowned by his community, 
employees, and family for being 
a constant source of misery, 
anxiety, and intimidation to all. 
Particularly known for throwing 
his weight around in as many 
situations as possible and for 
his inability to retain a quiet or 
profanity-free conversation, Rob 
is a truly negative asset to all 
those he comes in contact with.
“Normally I get along with 
most folks, but Rob is just one 
of the worst people I’ve ever 
met,” said schoolteacher and 
crisis hotline volunteer Ned 
Murray. “His kids played Little 
League with my kids, and he 
was always getting thrown 
out of games for yelling and 
throwing beer bottles at the 
umpire. I know there isn’t any 
crying in baseball, but don’t 
tell that to his son after striking 
out.” 
Elizabeth Linden, Rob’s 
sister, confirmed that Rob’s 
general jerk-ass-ness “isn’t due 
to some horrible event that 
happened when he was growing 
up … he’s just always been a 
terrible person. I can’t recall 
a single interaction we had 
that wasn’t hostile. It would be 
funny if it wasn’t so sad towards 
my family relationship, but I 
suppose, ‘what else could you 
expect from Rob?’”
Even Rob’s wife and 
children confirmed his 
unpleasantness. “I ask myself 
every day how I stand being 
in the same room as this man 
for more than a minute,” said 
Rob’s wife of 10 years. “If not for 
the $10-million he won in the 
lottery when we first started 
dating, I would’ve married 
someone else long ago. Perhaps 
a nice schoolteacher, someone 
who volunteers.” 
“Daddy’s a real asshole,” 
added Rob’s five-year-old 
daughter, Becky. 
I caught up with Rob 
personally at a Starbucks during 
his self-extended lunch hour. 
After bringing the barista to 
tears for serving him the wrong 
type of coffee, Rob demanded 
to know what “liberal lame-
stream media” I was with. 
After politely explaining which 
college I was from (“one of 
the worst in the country, only 
hacks and brainwashed nerds 
go there,” he replied) and my 
interest in journalism with a 
focus on human interest stories 
(or in Rob’s words, “pussies 
writing about self-righteous 
losers”) we began the interview. 
Rob gleefully described his 
interests in viewing professional 
contact sports, being active 
in Conservative party politics, 
and attending homeowner 
association meetings.
At press time, Rob was 
spotted driving out of the two 
parking spots he takes up at 
work while telling a homeless 
man begging for change to get 
a job. 
Let’s face it: if pop culture and Iggy Azalea have taught us anything this 
year, it’s that it’s super hard to be a fancy, 
baddie bitch. What’s a girl to do? This 
fall, embrace your essential basic-ness 
with these select fundamentals to get you 
started; and, if these fail, just throw some 
money at the situation and get yourself 
some Gucci, Gucci, Louis, Louis, Fendi, 
Fendi, Prada.
Cazzy Lewchuk
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 Man spreads wrath to all
 A lookbook for basic bitches
In Focus: Local asshole continues to make world worse
Basic basics
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BASICS acrylic paints 
for your basic portrait-painting needs.
Windows Visa Home Basic 
bitches got to do their basic computing.
Christina Aguilera’s 2006 studio album, Back to Basics 
basic music for basic ladies.
H&M Basics Collection grey T-shirt 
to really wash yourself in basic-ness.
Basic menthol ultra light cigarettes 
for your basic chemical addictions.
Basic Instinct DVD 
to feed your eyeballs with basicality.
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Mommy has been staying home from work these 
days. She needed to take time 
off working at the restaurant 
because she says I can’t go to 
school. She said the teachers are 
fighting with the government 
people. That can’t be good; 
mommy says fighting is bad. 
Daddy says that all of the 
teachers want more money. I get 
a $2 allowance every week, and 
I’m usually pretty happy with it. 
I go to the store to buy candy, 
and sometimes daddy gives 
me his change when he sends 
me to go buy milk or bread. I 
have to go to the store for him 
sometimes when he has a little 
too much of his “wobbly pop.” 
Daddy says the teachers 
want $5,000 to sign some kind 
of contract thingy. I didn’t know 
you could make money just 
signing something—I thought 
only really famous people got 
paid for autographs. 
And that’s for every teacher! 
I don’t know how many teachers 
there are in BC, but if they all 
want $5,000 to sign a paper, 
that’s really huge money. That’s 
like a gazillion-bazillion dollars. 
Ugh, I’m going to be paying 
taxes forever if they want that 
much money.
Wow, a whole $5,000—
imagine the things I could do 
with that! I would be super rich. 
I could take over the world with 
that kind of money. But I’m a 
simple kid, so I’d probably just 
buy a cool bicycle and get all the 
candy in the store. I really like 
those cinnamon hot lips—they 
are spicy, but really good.  
I thought my summer 
vacation would be over by now. 
Usually, when mommy takes me 
shopping for back-to-school, 
I expect to go to class soon 
after. At least that’s how it was 
last year when I started junior 
kindergarten. This year I’m 
going to senior kindergarten, 
which is really good because 
they don’t make us do that 
stupid nap time anymore. 
It’s funny though—I 
actually want to go to school, 
but it’s the teachers that don’t 
want to go back. I like summer 
vacation, but now I have to 
stay home with mommy and 
all she does is watch boring 
TV shows. This one show she 
watches is really weird: there is a 
mommy who doesn’t know who 
the daddy is, and this old man 
comes out and tells her who the 
daddy is. Sometimes there could 
be five daddies on the stage, all 
thinking they are the daddy. I 
think the people on that show 
need to go to school like me 
because they do not seem very 
smart—everyone knows it’s one 
mommy and one daddy—except 
for my school friend James, 
who has two daddies—lucky for 
James. 
Culinary fads come and go, but the allure of mom-style 
home cooking has remained 
a steadfast staple of edible 
pleasure—until now. A new 
and audacious restaurant, 
Discomfort & Desolation, hopes 
to please your palate by making 
it miserable.
“This idea of ‘comfort 
food’—it’s too obvious,” said 
head chef Francoise Skinner. 
“At D&D, we want to take the 
food that makes you feel warm, 
full, and happy, and never, ever 
serve it.”
The concept behind 
Discomfort & Desolation is 
simple: they only dish up food 
that you will hate. “We want 
to make you feel like you will 
never enjoy eating again,” 
elaborated Skinner. 
The menu is full of 
uncomfortable favourites like 
cold gruel, pickled kale with 
rotten banana puree, and 
Spam. Dishes are horribly 
overpriced—ranging from $49 
for a cloud of dust to $79 for 
aged-green luncheon meat—to 
enhance the discomfort of the 
experience. 
Some might ask 
why Skinner is much a 
misanthropist, but he asserts 
that he doesn’t really hate 
food or people; rather, he just 
really likes making money 
from suckers looking for weird 
culinary experiences:
“We figured that the city 
has restaurants that serve you 
food in the dark, or on a naked, 
sweaty, woman’s body, so why 
not take that culinary icky-ness 
and capitalize on it?”
Discomfort & Desolation 
is located in Coquitlam, and 
is open only during rush-
hour and between three and 
five in the morning, for your 
inconvenience.
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HUMANS OF NEW WEST
When I asked this guy if I 
could take his picture, he 
said, “Wait! Do you want me 
to climb something?”
DS-You suck
I am a       who [wish I hadn’t] saw a
Where: The DSU
When: 2014-09-15
You: Aimlessly wandering the aisles of Coles at Lougheed Mall. 
Me: I wish I hadn’t seen you at the annual DSU Back-to-School bash. I mean, like, we had a great 
time in that summer poetry class we took, but my real friends didn’t know I was slumming it with 
you all summer. With your grungy sweater and the (clearly not pre-ripped) holes in your jeans, I 
really don’t think you’d fit in with my crowd. I’ll just pretend I never saw you. 
Is there nowhere safe to look gross post-breakup?
I am a       who [wish I hadn’t] saw a
Where: First floor, Coquitlam campus
When: 2014-09-09
You: First class. Hungover. So not in the mood. The only thing keeping me awake was the little 
splash of whiskey in my coffee. But fuck. I really wish you hadn’t glanced back when you did. Did 
you see me slipping a little pick me up into my Timmy’s cup? It’s far too soon to know if you’re 
DTF, let alone cool with a little day-class drinking. I just wish you hadn’t seen me. 
 
Back-to-school edition
By Allie Davison, Contributo
r
humour  // theotherpress.ca22
In the September 3 issue of the Other Press, we published a 
satirical article comparing BC Premier Christy Clark and her 
ongoing attitude towards the BC teachers’ strike as being very 
Grinch-like. One reader, who wishes to remain anonymous, had 
the following, rather lyrical (and similarly Seussical!) response:
 
You’re a mean one, Christy Clark
You really had us fooled,
You came in with one great promise, 
that you’ll put the families first,
Christy Clark,
You’re a bad actor and for families you’re the worst!
You’re a slow one, Christy Clark,
Your mind’s an empty hole,
If only you had a degree, you might have knowledge in your soul,
Christy Clark,
I wouldn’t vote for you with a thirty-nine-and-a-half-foot pole!
You’re a foul one, Christy Clark,
You have a promise keeper in your cabinet,
Who won’t keep a promise to get the kids in school yet,
Christy Clark,
Given a choice between the two of you
I’d take the seasick crocodile!
You’re a rotter, Christy Clark,
You’re the queen of pointless plots,
You’ll say no to arbitration because it’ll put you on the spot,
Christy Clark,
You’re a contract-ripping toadstool sandwich with arsenic sauce!
You nauseate me, Christy Clark,
You and your crafty smile,
You’re a crooked contract reneger and you drive a crooked deal,
Christy Clark,
You and your crony Fassbender don’t want 
a rational third party arbitrating
Because you know they won’t side with you 
and your logic is tangled up in knots!
You’re a foul one, Christy Clark,
You’re a nasty, wasty fool,
Your head is full of incorrect math, you 
won’t let the kids go back to school,
Christy Clark,
The three words that best describe you are as follows, and I quote,
“Fink, Fake, Fool”!
Letter to the 
Humour Editor:
‘I cannot contain my 
disappointment with 
our premier anymore’
Pun to paper
By Natalie Serafini
Cat parents, beware: the social order is under repair. 
A new group of cat activists 
have made it their mission 
to raise awareness about the 
impact that having a stupid 
name can have on a feline.
“For millennia, cats have 
had to suffer the indignity of 
ridiculous, demeaning names 
at the hands of their human 
owners,” said F.T. McGee, a 
three-year-old domesticated 
Scottish Fold cat and leader 
of the newly banded support 
group, Cats Against Totally 
Stupid Names (CATSN). “How 
do you think it makes me feel 
to be called ‘Fatty McGee’ every 
day of my life?”
Indeed, advocates of 
CATSN point to the long-
term social and emotional 
repercussions to a kitty’s psyche 
when they are forced to answer 
to names like Butthead, Stinky, 
Lil’ Dick, Fartface, Chubbs, or 
Justin Bieber. 
“When you get called 
President Furball every day 
of your life, it’s hard to take 
yourself seriously. I can’t tell 
you how much I’ve spent on 
cat counselling just to get over 
that,” said President Furball, a 
furry little grey kitten.
It’s not just the insulting 
names that CATSN takes issue 
with, either.
“Even if you give us loving 
names with good intentions, 
they can still cause warped body 
image and self-esteem issues,” 
said McGee.
“I know that my parents 
thought it was nice to name 
me ‘Princess,’ but now I feel 
like I really have to live up to 
the name and be this delicate, 
prissy kind of cat,” added 
Princess, a seven-year-old 
Persian fluffball. “I mean, I just 
want to hunt mice and play 
with the boys, but my name 
fundamentally precludes me 
from that kind of behaviour. 
Also, meow.”
With this in mind, what can 
conscientious humans do to fix 
the problem going forward?
“We know that our human 
parents have mostly good 
intentions, and probably 
thought they were giving us 
cute, conversation-starting 
names, but pet owners should 
be aware of how their frivolous 
actions effect our emotional 
well-being,” purred McGee. “Try 
giving us names that you would 
be proud to have as your own, 
like Rupert or Ke$ha, instead, 
and see how we emotionally 
flourish.”
CATSN meets every week in 
the forest behind the Coquitlam 
campus of Douglas College. 
It’s pretty adorable, but please 
don’t comment on the physical 
cuteness if you happen to 
stumble upon a grotto of fluffy 
kitties cuddling in the forest—
cats are (basically) people 
too, and they deserve some 
modicum of dignity.
Sharon Miki
Humour Editor
 humour
@theotherpress.ca
Steven Cayer
Senior Columnist
 Group of hyper-sensitive cats starts support  
group in wake of demeaning names
‘We think we’re people too!’
‘We think we’re people too!’

